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Sarnia Hockey Association 


	Minutes
	Date:  June 3, 2025
	time 7:00 pm
	


	Meeting called by
	Paul Walsh, President

	Type of meeting
	Regular

	Secretary
	Kelly Lane, Recording Secretary


	Welcome

	Paul Walsh, President, and meeting Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.


	ATTENDANCE


	Heather Amaral, Jerry Bernardo, Emily Brown,  Paul Douglass, Pat Forbes, Dan Hunt, Kelly Lane, Cris LaPointe, Linda Lauzon, John Mellor, Kyle Mellor, John Ritchie, Carrie Ritchie, Jason Teather, Barb Walsh, Paul Walsh
Regrets:  Jacquie Beasley, Andrew Beasley, Alister Brown, Chuck Ewart, Jeff Fogal, Terry Gray, Ryan Gruntz, Bonny Marcy, Blake Morrison, Ted Pendle, David Penner, Tim Turner



	ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES


	MOTION #250603-001

“That the Minutes from May 21, 2025, be accepted as presented.” ( J. Mellor/K. Mellor)
Carried



	TREASURER’S REPORT


	· Financial report will be presented at the next meeting as month end occurred over the weekend.
· It is going to be the first report of our new fiscal year.

· Report from Assistant Treasurer indicated he is working on team bank accounts.  Waiting for 3 teams to get documents back so that appointments can be made with RBC.  7 teams are in the process of meeting with Royal Bank right now.  6 teams are waiting for budgets to be approved, and some teams have fall tryouts so bank accounts cannot be set up until the team is formed.
COUSI COMMITTEE UPDATES:

· Cousi Committee had their first meeting last week.  They are enthusiastic to raise money this year for goaltending and player assistance for our organization.
· They have successfully lined up 2 platinum sponsors for their golf tournament.

· Golf tournament is July 26 with proceeds going to Sarnia Hockey.



	BILLS TO BE PAID 
	Recipient

Expense

AMOUNT
Force Sports
Atomic Jerseys
$  823.21
MOTION #250603-002
“That the bill be paid as presented.” (Bernardo/Teather)
Carried
	


	PREVIOUS MEETING FOLLOW UP

	POLICY 2.07 INVESTIGATION PROCEDURE:
· Final policy review for 2.07 was sent out to the Board via email for final review.

MOTION #250603-003
“That Policy 2.07 Investigation Procedure be approved and moved into Policies.” (B. Walsh/ Bernardo)
Carried
POLICY 4.16 – HOUSE LEAGUE SELECT POLICY
· MOC’s related to timing of approving Select teams and the timing of coach selection.  

· Tryout exemption policy was missing from HL Select Policy.
· This policy was reviewed by the PRAC Committee.  There was lots of discussion, and we have addressed all of the timing issues.

· There were some housekeeping changes in the course of those discussions, and these have been incorporated into the procedure.

· Housekeeping changes can be approved without at PRAC.

MOTION #250603-004
“That Policy 4.16 House League Select Hockey be approved in its current state.” (B. Walsh/ J. Ritchie)
Carried



	RECREATIONAL

REGISTRAR

	· Started registration for our new season on June 1.
· So far, we have 195 registrants for Recreational Hockey.

· A lot of younger age ranges have registered.

· Some issues with Point Edward players trying to register and needing releases as they were on wait lists with Point Edward.
· Can do boost on Facebook to advertise registration when we feel it’s needed.

· Thanks to Dan Hunt for the tremendous amount of work he put into this new role due to the steep learning curve in a short amount of time.


	VICE-PRESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS

	· There is a Rep Council Structure meeting tomorrow night.  VP Rep and Ice Director will attend.
· There will be discussion regarding splits.

· Rep Vice-President sent the proposals to A/AA and B/BB Directors for their input. They are in agreement that our teams play every other team once and then the split occurs.

· East is very strong compared to the teams in the West and it wouldn’t be a benefit to Sarnia teams to play the 4 London teams and St. Thomas and not play the stronger east teams until the second half of the season.
· Sarnia Rep teams are very competitive.  Most of our teams ended up in the Championships and this is partly because we play strong teams all year.

· Discussion about when the split will be.  
· Rep Registrar is busy reviewing qualifications of bench staff and players then will advise teams what is needed to have rosters completed.  We have a goal of having approved rosters by September 1.

· There was an Email from Alliance Registrar today regarding VSC’s.  May 31 was the cut off for VSC’s and screening declaration for last year.

· The process is easy to complete this year.




	VICE-PRESIDENT RECREATION 

	REC COUNCIL MEETING:
· Jerry Bernardo provided update as he is temporarily assisting with this role.
· Rec Council meeting was 2 weeks ago.
· Discussion about VSC and Declarations.
· Discussion on OHF Rec being allowed to play in non-sanction leagues.  Quite a discussion about this and more to come.
· Select Conveners meeting will occur in early September.
· A lot of Associations use Select instead of having BB.
· HL Select Alliance Championship is on Easter weekend.
· No U7 Festival. 
· Brantford will host a Jamboree on Family Day.
· No change to coaching requirements.
· D1 course is online.
U18-U21 REC DIVISION:
· Discussion about the U18-21 Division.

· Last year we had 6 U18 teams and 4 U21 teams.

· There was a lot of playing the same teams in U21.  There is worry we could have the same issue this year.

· A few years ago, we did 6 U18 teams and we eliminate U21 .

· There was discussion about whether we put resources into our younger players.  U21 players can move to adult hockey leagues.
· It is better when we have balanced teams.  Some concerns from parents about 15-year-olds playing against a 20-year-old.

· A lot of U21 players can’t show up consistently due to school and jobs.
· We had a larger number of U21 players last year due to players coming from Point Edward.

· We could have a strong U18 division of 8 teams this year.  

MOTION #250603-005
“That SHA will offer a U18 Recreational League only and deal with anything outside of that as an exemption.” (Bernardo/ C. Ritchie)
Carried with 1 abstained
· Information will be put on our SHA website that we are no longer offering U21 due to lack of demand.

· A Recreational Steering Committee will be formed in the near future.



	NEW BUSINESS
	POLICY 4.16.05 A
· Discussion about what wordage to put in our Policy regarding player assistance for Select Hockey.  It is already specified in our Policy 2.02.
MOTION #250603-006
“That we proceed with PRAC for Policy 4.16.05 A.” (B. Walsh/ Douglass)
Carried
POLICY 4.16.05 B

· There have been a lot of changes since this policy was previously approved and we need to remove some of the criteria as it is no longer relevant.

· We do need to have some criteria to move forward with Select teams.

· A/AA. Rep is no longer an indicator to whether we provide Select.  We could still include B as a requirement but due to open borders may not have accurate number of Sarnia players attending tryouts.
· Criteria that we must include is that we have adequate resources i.e. ice to support the number of proposed teams. House League Select must be able to roster a minimum of 14 players and a maximum of 17 players.  This is in our Policy 3.02.

· There will be further discussion regarding this at PRAC.

MOTION #250603-007
“That we proceed with PRAC for Policy 4.16.05 B.” (B. Walsh/ E. Brown)
Carried
PRAC for Policy 4.16.0s5 A & B will include Jerry Bernardo, John Ritchie, Cris LaPointe, Paul Douglass and Barb Walsh.
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION

· All active board members must complete the Ontario Hockey Federation Volunteer registration and have a valid VSC.  This is important to ensure that our volunteers are insured.
· Currently 11 Board Members have completed their volunteer registration.  There are 9 that have completed VSC.

· Those Board Members requiring a VSC can submit the cost to SHA Treasurer for reimbursement.
· President will Email Board member about what documentation is missing.

· Board Members are encouraged to complete the documentation quickly especially those that are requiring a VSC.
NEXT MEETING:  

· Next meeting is Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at Clearwater Lower Hall.  



	adjournment


	MOTION #250603-008
“That the meeting be adjourned.” (K. Mellor/Hunt)
Carried


Paul Walsh
Kelly Lane
President
Secretary
